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Deci si on under appeal : Deci si on of the Opposition Division of the
Eur opean Patent Ofice posted 12 July 1999
rejecting the opposition filed agai nst European
patent No. 0 502 986 pursuant to Article 102(2)

EPC.

Conposi tion of the Board:

Chai r man: C. T. WIlson
Menber s: J. B. F. Kollar
J. P. B. Seitz
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Summary of Facts and Subm ssi ons

In its decision dated 12 July 1999 the Qpposition
Di vision rejected the opposition agai nst the European
patent No. 0 502 986.

1. The appel | ants (opponents) appeal ed agai nst the
deci sion of the Qpposition Division on 17 July 1999 and
20 August 1999, requesting that the patent be revoked.
The appeal fees were paid on the sane days.

L1l In a letter dated 11 Cctober 1999 the representative of
the respondent (proprietor of the patent) stated "The
pat entee has advised us that it does not wi sh to pursue
this patent. Accordingly, the patentee hereby formally
di sapproves of the text of the patent and wll not be
subm tting an anended text".

Reasons for the Deci sion

1. The appeal conplies with Articles 106 to 108 and
Rul e 64 EPC and i s adm ssi bl e.

2. The respondent has nade clear in the letter dated
11 Cctober 1999 that he wi shes his patent to be
revoked. The Board can therefore in exercise of its
power under Article 111(1) EPC decide to revoke the
Eur opean Patent (cf. decision T 186/84; QJ EPO 1986, 79
and T 237/86; QJ EPO 1988, 261).

2581.D N



-2 -

O der

For these reasons it is decided that:

1. The deci si on under appeal is set aside.

2. The European patent No. 0 502 986 is revoked.
The Regi strar: The Chai r man:
N. Maslin C. T. Wlson
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