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Summary of Facts and Subm ssi ons

In a decision dated 7 August 1996 the Qpposition
Di vi sion mai ntai ned the European patent No. 0 188 313
in amended form

The Appel | ant (Opponent) appeal ed agai nst the deci sion
and filed a Statenment of G ounds in which he requested
that the patent be revoked.

In a letter dated 21 July 2000 the representative of
the proprietor stated that he withdrew the patent as
gr ant ed.

Reasons for the Decision

1984.D

The appeal conplies with Articles 106 to 108 and
Rul e 64 EPC and is adm ssi bl e.

Wth letter dated 21 July 2000, the respondent
(patentee) declared that he withdrew his patent.
According to the established Case Law of the Board of
Appeal (see e.g. Decision T 237/86, Q) EPO 1988, 261)
decl arations of the patentee which, whatever their
exact wording is, make it clear that the patentee does
not wi sh the patent to be maintained are equivalent to
a request for the patent to be revoked. As both parties
agreed on the sane request, the Board exercises its
power under Article 111(1) EPC and deci des to revoke

t he European patent.
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Or der

For these reasons it is decided that:

The decision of the Qpposition Division dated 7 August 1996 is
set aside and European patent No. 0 188 313 is revoked.

The Regi strar: The Chai r man:

M Dai nese P. Langon

1984.D



