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Summary of Facts and Submissions
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Eur opean patent application No. 86 309 282.9 was
refused in a decision of the Exam ning Division dated
25 March 1993 on the grounds that independent Clains 1
and 15 (filed on 25 Septenber 1992) of the main request
did not neet the requirenent of Article 54 EPC and t hat
t he i ndependent Clains 1 and 15 of the first and second
auxiliary requests filed during the oral proceedi ngs on
9 February 1993 did not conply with the requirenents of
Articles 123(2) and 54 EPC.

The Applicant filed a Notice of Appeal against the
above decision on 17 May 1993. The appeal fee was
however paid on 18 June 1993 after the expiry of the
period of two nonths according to Article 108 EPC. A
St atenent of Grounds of Appeal was filed on 1 July
1993.

An application for restitutio In integrum in respect of
t he appeal fee, pursuant to Article 122 EPC, and the
fee for the application for restitutio were filed al ong
with the appeal fee.

In respect of the above application for restitutio iIn
integrum, the present Board decided in its Decision

T 603/93 that the Applicant is re-established inits
rights in relation to the filing of the appeal fee.

Along with the Statenment of G ounds, the Appellant has
filed a new set of clains and requests, as a nmain

request, that the application be referred back to the
first instance for further prosecution on the basis of
these clains. In the event that the Board intended to
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reach an unfavourabl e deci sion, the Appellant requested
oral proceedings.

Caim1l1l of the main request has the foll ow ng wording:

"A col or video graphics systemfor driving a color
noni tor conpri si ng;

a color palette data nmenory nmeans (12);

a first source (6) of color palette nenory
addr esses;

a second source (CPU) of color palette nenory
addresses with associ ated col or dat a;

a source (4) of nonitor pixel clock pulses;

control neans (3) for controlling the systemso
that for refreshing the nonitor said first source (6)
of addresses is used to access palette color data from
said palette data nmenory neans (12), and so that for
updating the nmenory said second source of addresses is
used to access addresses in said palette data nmenory
nmeans (12) to be updated with fresh col or data; and

a first address path (60, 70,33,10) fromsaid first
source (6) of color palette nenory addresses to said
color palette nenory (12), for accessing and reading
menory | ocations in said color palette data nmenory
means (12) using addresses fromsaid first source (6)
in response to a first control signal fromsaid contro
means (3), said nenory |ocations being accessed in
synchronismw th said pixel clock pulses for refreshing
t he nonitor
characterised in that

said color palette data nenory nmeans (12) is
excl usively addressed via register neans (10), said
regi ster neans being arranged to tenporarily store, in
synchroni sation with said pixel clock pul ses, an
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address of a |location to be accessed in said col our

pal ette data nmenory neans provided by said first source

(6) of color palette nmenory nmeans; and characterised by
a second address path (20) from said second source

(CPU) of color palette addresses to said color palette

menory neans (12), for accessing and storing data in

the sane nmenory |l ocations in the color palette data

menory neans (12) wi thout storing the address |ocations

in said register nmeans (10), using addresses from said

second source (CPU) in response to a second control

signal fromsaid control neans (3), said nenory

| ocati ons being accessed i ndependently of said pixel

cl ock pulses for storing color data in said nmenory

| ocations.”

| ndependent Cl aim 14 of the main request reads as
foll ows:

"A nethod of accessing a color palette nmenory neans in
a col or graphics system which conpri ses:

a color palette data nenory neans (12);

a first source of nmenory addresses (6);

a second source (CPU) of nenory addresses with
associ ated col or dat a;

a source of pixel clock pulses (4); and

control neans (3) arranged to control the system
so that for refreshing the nonitor said first source
(6) of addresses is used to access color data fromsaid
pal ette data nmenory neans (12), and so that for
updating the nmenory said second source of addresses is
used to access addresses in said palette data nmenory
means (12) to be updated with fresh col or data;
characterised by:
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tenmporarily storing in an address register (10)
t he address of a nenory location in said color palette
data nenory neans (12) fromsaid first source (6) and
subsequently using that stored address to access that
| ocation in response to a first control signal in
synchronismw th said pixel clock pulses for refreshing
said nonitor; and rendering said address register (10)
transparent and accessing the sane nenory |ocations in
said color palette data nenory nmeans (12) w thout so
tenporarily storing the address of the nenory | ocations
usi ng addresses from said second source (CPU) in
response to a second control signal independently of
sai d pi xel clock pulses for updating color data in said
menory | ocations.”

Reasons for the Decision

0958. D

In the Mnutes of the oral proceedings (see page 3,

| ast but one paragraph to page 4, second paragraph)

whi ch took place before the Exam ning Division and
Annex 1 to the Mnutes, the Exam ning Division

i ndi cated anendnments to Claim1 of the first auxiliary
request neeting the requirenents of Articles 123(2) and
54 EPC.

Claim 1 of the main request under consideration

i ncor porates the anendnents suggested by the Exam ning
Division during the oral proceedings, and are as
fol | ows:

- repl acenent of "said first address path includes
storage neans ... color palette data nenory neans”
by "said color palette data nenory neans (12) is
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excl usi vely addressed via regi ster nmeans (10),
said regi ster neans being arranged to tenporarily
store, in synchronisation with said pixel clock
pul ses, an address of a location to be accessed in
said col our palette data nenory neans provi ded by
said first source (6) of color palette nenory
neans”,

- deletion of "directly” from™"directly accessing
and storing data in the sane nenory |ocation", and

- amendnment of "said storage neans (10)" to read
"said register neans (10)".

| ndependent Cl aim 14 of the main request under
consi deration contains the foll ow ng amendnments in
relation to the independent Claim15 of the first
auxiliary request:

- anmendnent of "tenporarily storing the address of a
menory |location" to read "tenporarily storing in
an address register (10) the address of a nmenory
| ocation",

- repl acenent of "accessing nenory |ocations in
said color palette ... for storing color data in
said nenory |ocations.” by "rendering said
register (10) transparent ... updating col or data
in said nenory |ocations "

The M nutes of the oral proceedings referred to above
do not indicate that the anmendnents proposed by the
Examining Division to Claim1l of the auxiliary request
woul d nmeet the requirement of inventive step within the
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meani ng of Article 56 EPC. Anended independent Cl aim 14
al so needs further exam nation at |east in respect of
t he requirement of inventive step.

4. For the foregoing reasons, the Board has decided to

remt the case to the Exam ning Division for further
prosecuti on.

Order

For these reasons, i1t i1s decided that:

The case is remtted to the first instance with the order to
prosecute the application further on the basis of Clains 1 to
22 formng the main request.

The Regi strar: The Chai r man:

M Beer G D. Paterson
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