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Summary of Facts and Subm ssi ons

3071.D

Eur opean patent application No. 95 940 760.2 was
refused by the decision of the Exam ning Division
posted on 19 Septenber 2000.

The reason given for the decision was that independent
claims 1, 2, 11 and 12 contai ned subject-matter which
ext ended beyond the content of the application as filed
(Article 123(2) EPC).

A notice of appeal against this decision was filed on

9 Novenber 2000 and the fee for appeal paid at the sane
time. The statenent of grounds of appeal was filed on
10 January 2001, acconpani ed by an anended set of

cl ai ns.

I n response to conmuni cations of the Board posted on

6 February 2002 and 20 Septenber 2002, in both of which
the Board stated that it intended to remt the case for
further processing in the event of clains being filed
whi ch were free of objection under Articles 84 and
123(2) EPC, the appellants submtted on 28 Septenber
2002 a new set of anended clains 1 to 9.

| ndependent clainms 1 and 2 (clerical errors in the
underl i ned words have been corrected by the Board) read
as foll ows:

1. A qui ck connector (10) forned of
- a femal e conponent (14) having a stepped
t hrough bore (48, 50) extending axially froma
first open end (42) of the femal e conponent
(14) to a second end (44) of the female
conponent (14),
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a mal e conmponent (12) having a through bore
(20) and a radially extendi ng annul ar fl ange
(22) spaced froman end (18) insertable through
the first open end (42) of the femal e conponent
(14) into the stepped through bore (48, 50) in
the femal e conponent (14),

two seal nenbers (24, 26) engeagable with the
mal e conponent (12) and the stepped bore (48,
50) of the fenmal e conponent (14),

a retainer (16) carried on the nmal e conmponent
(12),

means (92, 94, 96) fornmed on the retainer (16)
for releasably interconnecting the male and
femal e conponents (12, 14) together upon

insertion of the male conponent (12) into the
femal e conponent (14),

characterized in

that the retainer (16) conprises a base (80)

wi th an annul ar recess (84) in which the
annul ar flange (22) rests when the retainer
(16) is nmounted on the mal e conponent (12), and
that the releasably interconnection of the male

and femal e conponents (12, 14) by said neans
(92, 94, 96) forned on the retainer (16) occurs
at or just after the sealing engagenent of the
seal nenbers (24, 26) with the mal e conponent
(12) and the stepped through bore (48, 50) of
the femal e conponent (14).

2. A qui ck connector (10) forned of

a femal e conmponent (14) having a stepped

t hrough bore (48, 50) extending axially froma
first open end (42) of the femal e conponent
(14) to a second end (44) of the female
conponent (14),
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- a male conponent (12) having a fitting (120)
and a through bore (20) and an annul ar groove
(122) spaced froman end (110, 144) insertable
t hrough the first open end (42) of the female
conponent (14) into the stepped through bore
(48, 50) in the fenmal e conponent (14),

- two seal nenbers (24, 26) engeagable with the
mal e conponent (12) and the stepped bore (48,
50) of the femal e conponent (14),

- aretainer (124) carried on the nale conponent
(12), and

- nmeans (132) fornmed on the retainer (16) for
rel easably interconnecting the nale and fenal e

conponents (12, 14) together upon insertion of
the mal e conponent (12) into the female
conponent (14),

characterized in

- that the retainer (124) conprises a base (126)
with a central aperture (128) through which the
fitting (120) extends and is being held by a
snap-ring (130) when the retainer (124) is
nounted on the mal e conponent (12),

- that the releasably interconnection of the nale

and femal e conponents (12, 14) by said neans
(132) forned on the retainer (16) occurs at or
just after the sealing engagenent of the seal
menbers (24, 26) with the mal e conmponent (12)
and the stepped through bore (48, 50) of the
femal e component (14).

Dependent clainms 3 to 9 relate to preferred enbodi nents
of the quick connector according to clainms 1 and/or 2.

The appel |l ants requested that the decision be set aside
and that a patent be granted on the basis of the clains
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referred to in section Il above.

Reasons for the Decision

3071.D

The appeal conplies with the formal requirenents of
Articles 106 to 108 and Rules 1(1) and 64 EPC. It is
t heref ore adm ssi bl e.

As indicated in the introductory description of the
original application a problemcan arise with quick
connectors for fluid-carrying conduits in that there
can be a sequence of peaks in insertion force until the
mal e conponent is fully seated in and |latched to the
femal e conmponent, which sequence can m sl ead the
installer into halting the insertion operation before
it is conplete. One aimof the invention as originally
presented was thus to provide a quick connector in

whi ch the resistance to insertion of the mal e conponent
into the femal e conponent is exhibited at a single
insertion force peak, see page 3, lines 20 to 24.

Present independent clains 1 and 2 relate respectively
to the enbodiments of Figures 1 and 2, 3 and 4, and 6
in the first case and the enbodiment of Figure 5 in the
second. The clains differ essentially only with respect
to the manner in which the retainer is nounted on the
mal e conponent. In both of the clains there is
reference to two seal nenbers engageabl e between the
mal e conponent and the stepped bore of the femal e
conponent and to the rel easabl e interconnection of the
mal e and fenmal e conponents occurring at or just after
seal i ng engagenent of the seal nenbers.

It is thus apparent that the objection of the Exam ning
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D vision under Article 123(2) EPC, which as the Board
understands it was directed to the independent clains
t hen under consideration only requiring a single seal
menber, no | onger obtains.

Furthernore, the objections of lack of clarity
(Article 84 EPC) raised by the Board in the course of
t he proceedi ngs agai nst the various clains then under
consideration no |longer apply to the present set of
cl ai ns.

3. Since the Exam ning Division still has to conplete its
consi deration of the substantive nerits of the clained
subj ect-matter, the Board nmakes use of its discretion

under Article 111(1) EPC to remt the case for further
prosecuti on.

Or der

For these reasons it is decided that:

1. The deci sion under appeal is set aside.

2. The case is remtted to the first instance for further
prosecuti on.

The Regi strar: The Chai r man:

S. Fabi ani S. Crane
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