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Summary of Facts and Subm ssi ons

1782. D

The appel | ant (opponent) has appeal ed agai nst the
interlocutory decision of the opposition division
findi ng European patent No. 0 696 348 (based on

Eur opean patent application No. 94916625.0) as anended
during the first-instance proceedings to neet the
requi renents of the EPC.

The opposition filed by the appellant against the
patent as a whole was initially based on the grounds of
l ack of inventive step (Article 100(a) together with
Articles 52(1) and 56 EPC), and the grounds of |ack of
novelty (Article 100(a) together with Articles 52(1)
and 54 EPC) were subsequently introduced by the
opposition division into the proceedings.

In its decision the opposition division held in
particular that the subject-matter of independent
clainms 1 and 9 as anmended was novel and involved an
inventive step (Articles 52(1), 54 and 56 EPC) with
regard to the disclosure of docunents

D1 : US-A-5024535

D2 : US-A-5018154.

During the appeal proceedings the appellant submtted
the foll ow ng docunents:

D3 : JP-A-3-92734 and English | anguage transl ation

D4 : DE-C 4037118
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D5 : GB-A-2157425.

L1l Oral proceedings were held before the Board on 24 June
2004 in the presence of the parties.

The appel |l ant requested setting aside of the decision
and the revocation of the patent in its entirety.

The respondent (patent proprietor) requested that the
appeal be dism ssed and the patent be naintained as
anmended before the opposition division.

At the end of the oral proceedings the Board gave its

deci si on.

| V. The patent as anended according to the interlocutory
deci si on under appeal includes clains 1 to 11, the
i ndependent clains 1 and 9 reading as foll ows:

"1l. A light source apparatus for a fiber optic

rotation sensor (10), said apparatus conpri sing:

(a) a light source (14) to provide light for input to
the fiber optic rotation sensor (10);

(b) source control neans (16) for generating a source
control signal representative of a tenperature of
said |ight source (14);

(c) neans (32) for generating one of a plurality of
scale factors for the fiber optic rotation sensor
(10) as a function of said |ight source control
signal over a predeterm ned tenperature range;

wherein said source control neans (16) includes:

(d) a tenperature sensor (120) providing a current
signal representative of said tenperature of said
i ght source (14);

1782. D
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(e) a buffer network (122) for sinking said current
signal and for generating a source control voltage
as said source control signal; and

(f) drive nmeans (42) connected to said |light source
(14) and to said buffer network (122) for
generating a drive signal as a function of said
source control signal to drive said |light source
(14)."

"9. A nethod of Iight source wavel ength conpensati on
for a fiber optic rotation sensor (10), conprising the
steps of:

providing a |ight source (14);

sensing a tenperature of said light source (14) and
generating a source control signal representative

t her eof ;

applying a drive signal to said |light source (14) as a
function of said source control signal;

generating a scale factor for said fiber optic rotation
sensor (10) as a function of said source control signal
wherein said tenperature-sensing and source contro
signal generating step includes the steps of:
generating a current signal representative of the
tenperature of said |ight source (14);

sinking said current signal into a buffer network (122)
through a first selected inpedance; and

generating a source control voltage as said source
control signal as a function of said voltage across
said first selected inpedance and a sel ected vol t age of
said buffer network (122)."
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V. The argunents of the appellant in support of its
requests can be sunmarized as foll ows:

Docunent D1 not only discloses the correction of the
scale factor of a fibre optic gyroscope on the basis of
t he dependency of the wavelength of the light emtted
by a sem conductor |aser on the tenperature of the

| aser, but also the control of the tenperature of the

| aser by neans of the injection current (colum 5,
lines 19 to 26). In addition, the control operation
carried out by the control circuit (Figure 1) requires
a buffer network as defined in the patent.

Docunent D2 teaches to adjust the injection current
applied to a sem conductor |aser according to the
tenperature of the laser. In particular, the slope
efficiency - which defines the proportionality between
current and out put power above the |laser threshold and
i s independent of any nodul ation (Figures 3 and 4, and
equation (7)) - is controlled according to the | aser
tenperature, the slope efficiency being the sane
paraneter that is controlled in the contested patent.

Docunent D3 di scloses a | aser di ode the output power of
which is nonitored by a photo-receiving sensor.
According to the docunment the output power and the
tenperature of the |aser diode are |linked by a
predeterm ned function, and consequently nonitoring the
out put power is equivalent to nonitoring the
tenperature of the | aser diode. Thus, the intensity
nmeasured by the sensor is directly linked to the
tenperature of the | aser diode and therefore the sensor
is, or operates as, or at |east replaces a |light source
tenperature sensor (page 3, lines 27 and 28, and page 5,

1782. D
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lines 26 to 29 of the English translation). The
docunent not only discloses stabilization of the | aser
power, but also the correction of the scale factor
according to the tenperature information derived from

the | aser current.

Docunent D4 discloses a fibre optic gyroscope in which
the central wavel ength of the sem conductor |aser is
controlled for correcting variations in the scale
factor. The tenperature of the laser is nonitored
according to the detected intensity for controlling the
injection current of the laser so as to naintain
constant the optical coupling ratios of the gyroscope

and to mnimze variations in the scale factor.

Docunment D5 di scloses the correction of the scale
factor by influencing the laser |ight source according
to a control signal generated by a tenperature
conpensation circuit as a function of the operating
tenperature neasured by neans of a thernocouple, the
control signal adjusting the bias current of the Iight
source and therefore the | aser wavelength so as to
correct the variations in the scale factor. Although
reference is made to the anbient tenperature, the
docunent al so teaches that "changes of the tenperature
of the laser diode itself" nust be conpensated (page 2,
lines 49 to 58), and since the tenperature sensor at
the coil is in thermal contact with the |ight source,

t he sensor characterizes the tenperature of both the
coil and the light source, the docunent itself
proposi ng the use of additional tenperature sensors for
generating a nore accurate conposite tenperature
measurenent (page 3, lines 20 to 25). Furthernore, the
scale factor is corrected and not sinply stabilized,

1782. D
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t he conpensation cal culation of the scale factor
according to the tenperature variations being nothing
el se than the determnation of a plurality of scale
factors, each possible tenperature val ue being
correlated to a scale factor (page 1, lines 30 to 38).
In addition, the skilled person would recognise that a
constant power substantially provides a constant

wavel engt h.

Thus, the clainmed subject-matter is anticipated by any
of documents D1, D3, D4 and D5. In any case, the
claimed subject-matter is rendered obvious by the
teachi ng of the docunents, in particular by the

conbi nati on of docunents D1 and D2, and al so by the
teachi ng of document D3, the patent specification
itself acknow edging as prior art the dependency of the
out put of the |aser source on the tenperature and the

[ ight source drive current (page 2, lines 17 to 19, and
page 3, lines 40 to 43).

The argunents of the respondent are essentially the
f ol | owi ng:

Docunent D1 di scl oses scale factor correction, and
alternatively controlling the tenperature of the |aser
source, but fails to disclose or suggest using the
injection current to control the tenperature of the
|aser. In addition, no buffer network as clainmed is

di scl osed in the docunent.

Docunent D2 only discloses tenperature conpensati on of
a sem conductor |aser for the purpose of maintaining
the | aser output power constant in nodul ati on devices
in which the output power is a prinme concern. The
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docunent is silent as to scale factor conpensation, it
does not even address wavel ength in any way.

I n docunent D3 the output intensity of the |aser diode
i s mai ntained constant to counterbal ance variations in
tenperature. However, no tenperature derived signal is
used for driving the diode. In addition, the scale
factor is corrected according to the anbi ent
tenperature which is determ ned i ndependently of any

t enper ature sensor

I n docunent D4 the tenperature of the |laser source is
varied for the purposes of maintaining constant
predeterm ned coupling ratios of the gyroscope and
extracting precise gyro output data. No tenperature
nmeasurenent or tenperature derived signal is nmentioned.

I n docunent D5 the |ight source current is controlled
to adjust the light source wavel ength so as to naintain
constant the scale factor.

I n addition, while docunents D2 to D5 essentially

di scl ose cl osed-1oop control systens ("Regelung"), the
invention relates to an open-loop control system
("Steuerung”) in which the light source is initially
given a low drive value to protect the |light source and
t hen values within a predeterm ned range while the
scale factor is being corrected, thus avoiding
overstressing the |ight source and providing an opti nal
trade-of f between performance and |ight source

| ongevity.

1782. D
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Reasons for the Decision

1

1782. D

The appeal is adm ssible.

Docunents filed during appeal proceedings

Docunents D3 and D4 were filed by the appell ant
together with the statenent setting out the grounds of
appeal and docunent D5 was filed shortly thereafter.
The respondent has contested the adm ssibility of these
docunents in view of their |ate subm ssion and of the
irrel evance of their content for the assessnent of the
case. During the oral proceedings the appell ant

i ndi cated that the assessnent of the content of
docunent D3 might require remttal of the case to the
opposi tion divi sion.

As already noted by the Board in the annex to summons
to oral proceedings, the content of docunents D3 to D5
is - as will be apparent in the assessnent of
patentability in points 3 to 5 below - not so rel evant
inrelation to the content of docunents D1 and D2
relied upon by the parties during the first-instance
proceedi ngs that their adm ssion into the proceedings
woul d justify the remttal of the case. In view of the
parties' subm ssions, and since the parties have
extensively commented on the content of these docunents
during the witten and the subsequent oral proceedings,
t he Board has decided in the circunstances of the case
to admt docunents D3 to D5 into the proceedi ngs
(Article 114 EPC) and to exercise its discretion under
Article 111(1) EPC by itself exam ning the docunents
and deciding on the case brought forward by the
appel l ant. The Board observes that, in view of the
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final outcome of the case, the adm ssion of these
docunents does not result in a situation adverse to the
respondent and that, in the absence of any apparent
reason that would have prevented the appellant from
filing the docunents during the first-instance

proceedi ngs, depriving the appellant of the opportunity
to have the docunments considered at two instances is in
the present case not unfair to the appellant as the
appellant itself is directly responsible for the filing
of the docunents at this stage of the proceedi ngs (see
in this respect T 416/87, QJ EPO 1990, 415, point 9 of
t he reasons).

Claiml1l - Novelty

Docunent D1 discloses a |ight source apparatus for a
fibre optic gyroscope (Figure 1, and colum 1, line 11
ff.). The scale factor of the gyroscope depends on the
wavel ength of the light emtted by | aser diode 12, and
t he wavel ength depends in turn on the tenperature of
the laser diode (colum 1, lines 53 to 57, and colum 4,
line 65 to colum 5, line 1). The apparatus includes a
| aser diode tenperature sensor 11 generating a current
signal (colum 3, lines 23 to 27, and colum 5, lines 1
to 8), and control neans including a m croprocessor 60
and a | ook-up Table 61 for generating fromsaid current
signal a control signal representative of the
tenperature of the |aser diode (colum 2, lines 30 to
33, colum 4, lines 22 to 64, and colum 5, lines 9 to
18). The scale factor is then corrected according to
the control signal (colum 5, lines 31 to 37), thus
generating one of a plurality of scale factors as a
function of the tenperature of the |aser diode over the
operational tenperature range of the apparatus.
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The appel |l ant has submtted that according to the
paragraph in colum 5, lines 19 to 26 of the docunent
the injection current is used to control the
tenperature of the |aser diode according to the contro
signal. However, the nentioned paragraph only refers to
the use of the control signal to maintain the |aser

di ode at a desired tenperature by neans of the

m croprocessor and optionally a suitable control
circuit, and none of the renaining passages of the
docunent would allow the concl usion that the
tenperature of the laser diode is properly controlled
by neans of the injection current, let alone that the
injection current itself is controlled according to the

control signal

Therefore, docunent D1 fails to disclose neans for
generating a drive signal for driving the Iight source
according to the control signal representative of the
tenperature of the |ight source.

Docunent D2 discloses a |ight nodulator for use in an
exposure apparatus, the nodul ator nodul ating the
intensity of the light emtted by a sem conductor |aser
according to an external nodul ation signal (Figures 1
and 5, and colum 1, lines 5 to 10). The optical out put
of the sem conductor | aser depends on the tenperature
of the laser (colum 1, line 13 to colum 2, |ine 13,
and Figures 3 and 4), and this dependency is
conpensated by the provision of neans for correcting
the drive current of the laser according to its

tenperature (colum 2, lines 16 to 23, colum 3,
line 61 to colum 4, line 14, and colum 7, lines 1 to
14) .
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The docunent, however, is silent as to the provision of
means for generating a scale factor for a fibre optic
rotation sensor, or other wavel engt h-dependent opti cal
paraneter, according to the tenperature of the |ight

source.

Docunent D3 di scl oses an optical fibre gyroscope

(page 2, lines 8 to 10 of the English translation, and
Figure 1) conprising a sem conductor |ight source and
nmeans for correcting variations in the scale factor due
to fluctuations in the anbient tenperature (page 3,
lines 18 to 28). The injection current of the |ight
source is controlled so that the output intensity of
the light source being detected by a power nonitoring
phot odi ode i s mai ntai ned constant (page 5, lines 4 to
10, and page 6, line 32 to page 7, line 6); this
control operation allows in addition the determ nation
of the tenperature of the light source and the
subsequent determ nation of the environnental
tenperature (page 5, line 11 to page 6, line 29), the
| atter being then used to correct the scale factor
(page 5, lines 23 to 25, page 7, line 33 to page 8,
line 1, and page 8, lines 30 and 31).

Al t hough the docunent nentions a thernocouple (page 6,
lines 24 to 26), this elenent is only used for the
experimental determ nation of the relationship between
the environnental tenperature and the input current
required to maintain constant the output intensity
(page 6, lines 11 to 29, page 7, lines 21 to 32, and
page 8, lines 2 to 7 and 21 to 24, together with
Figure 2), and the docunent excludes expressly the use
of tenperature neasuring elenments such as a
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t her nocoupl e during the normal control operation of the
gyroscope (page 2, lines 10 to 17, page 3, lines 29 to
33, and page 8, lines 26 to 29). Therefore, contrarily
to the appellant's contention, docunent D3 does not
anticipate the provision of a tenperature sensor as
clainmed. In addition, while in claim1 the correction
of the scale factor and the driving of the |light source
are both controlled according to the tenperature of the
ight source, in docunent D3 these two contro
operations are carried out according to two paraneters
whi ch, although interrelated (page 7, first and | ast
par agraphs), are distinct, nanely the anbient
tenperature and the output of the Iight source,
respectively.

Docunent D4 discloses a fibre optic gyroscope

(Figures 1 and 2) conprising a sem conductor |aser and
means for counterbal ancing the influence of
fluctuations in anbient tenperature, pressure, etc. on
the optical coupling characteristics, and in particul ar
on the scale factor of the gyroscope (colum 1,

lines 34 to 42, and colum 3, line 20 to colum 4,
line 13). The intensity of the light emtted by the

| aser is detected together with the intensity of the
light at predeterm ned branches of the optical coupler
of the gyroscope (colum 2, lines 48 to 65), and the
tenperature and/or the input current of the |aser are
then varied so as to adjust the wavel ength and the
intensity of the light emtted by the |aser (colum 1,
line 43 to colum 2, line 9, colum 2, lines 27 to 38,
colum 2, line 66 to colum 3, line 8, and colum 4,
lines 25 to 39).
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However, regardl ess of whether the tenperature of the
light source is properly nonitored according to the
detected intensity as submtted by the appellant, no
basis can be found in the docunent for the measurenent
or the determ nation of the tenperature of the |aser
source. Therefore, docunent D4 fails to disclose, anong
others, neans for sensing the tenperature of the |ight
source and generating a signal representative thereof.

Docunment D5 discloses a fibre optic gyroscope (figure
and page 1, lines 5to 7) conprising a |aser diode and
sensors arranged to detect the tenperature of the
gyroscope fibre arrangenent and/or the associ ated
optical systemof the gyroscope (page 1, lines 48 and
49, page 2, lines 49 to 51, and page 3, lines 8 to 11
and 19 to 25). The current driving the diode is then
controlled according to the tenperature detected by the
sensors so as to adjust the wavel ength of the |ight
emtted by the diode, thus conpensating the influence
of the tenperature variations on the scale factor
(page 1, lines 30 to 45, and page 2, lines 49 to 53).

Al t hough the docunent nentions that "sone form of
control of the laser source will inevitably be required
to conpensate for changes in tenperature of the |aser
diode itself" (page 2, lines 53 and 54), the docunent
fails to disclose a sensor providing a signal
representative of the tenperature of the diode. In
addi tion, the docunent further specifies that the
wavel ength is changed "to exactly the anount required
to give zero scale factor tenperature coefficient over
the entire operating tenperature range of the
gyroscope" (page 2, lines 53 to 58), i.e. to maintain
constant the scale factor (page 1, lines 33 to 38 and
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50 to 53, page 2, lines 37 to 41 and 49 to 51, and

page 3, lines 4 to 6). Thus, docunent D5 does not

di scl ose a tenperature sensor as clained, let alone the
generation of a plurality of scale factors as a
function of the tenperature of the |ight source.

Havi ng regard to the above, and regardl ess of whether
any of the docunents discloses a buffer network as that
of the claimed apparatus, none of docunents D1 to D5
anticipates the subject-matter of claiml

(Articles 52(1) and 54 EPC).

Claim1l - inventive step

Cl osest prior art

The primary probl em addressed in the patent is the
correction of the influence of the tenperature
variations of the light source on the output, and in
particular on the scale factor of a rotation sensor
(page 2, lines 11 to 19, and page 3, lines 49 to 54).
While this problemis also addressed in docunent D1,
docunent D2 does not relate to fibre optic rotation
sensors, but to nodul ators (point 3.2 above), and
docunents D3, D4 and D5 do not focus primarily on the
tenperature variations of the light source itself
(points 3.3 to 3.5 above). Consequently, docunment D1
represents the closest prior art in the assessnent of
inventive step of the clainmed subject-matter according
to the problem sol uti on approach.
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Di stingui shing features - objective problem

Assuming for the sake of argunent that, as submtted by
the appellant, the circuit represented in Figure 1 of
docunent D1 includes, contrary to the respondent's

subm ssions, a buffer network as defined in claima1,
the clained apparatus differs fromthat disclosed in
docunent D1 in the provision of neans for generating a
drive signal for driving the |light source according to
the control signal representative of the tenperature of
the light source (point 3.1 above). Thus, while in
docunent D1 the control signal representative of the
tenperature of the |ight source is used for correcting
the scale factor and/or for controlling the tenmperature
of the light source, according to the claimed subject-
matter the influence of the Iight source tenperature
variations on the scale factor is conpensated not only
by correcting the wavel engt h- dependent scal e factor,

but also by controlling the driving current of the
light source and therefore the wavel ength emtted by
the light source according to the tenperature of the
light source. This twofold correction nechanism all ows
for an accurate tenperature conpensation of the scale
factor under all start-up tenperatures of the |ight
source and within the suitable rating limts of the

Il ight source circuitry wi thout damaging the |ight
source (page 3, lines 49 to 54, and page 5, lines 39 to
46 of the patent specification, and point VI above).

In view of the technical effects achieved by the
claimed subject-matter, and since the same degree of
accuracy in tenperature conpensation of the scale
factor appears to be achievable with the |ight source
apparatus of docunment D1 (docunent D1, columm 5,
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lines 27 to 37), the objective problem solved by the

cl ai med subject-matter over the disclosure of docunent
D1 can be seen as providing an alternative mechani sm of
conpensation of the influence on the scale factor of
the variations in light source tenperature w thout
detrinment to the |ight source.

Assessnent of inventive step

Docunment D2 does not relate to fibre optic rotation
sensors or to devices involving a scale factor or other
opti cal wavel engt h-dependent paraneter, but to exposure
apparatuses using the light froma sem conductor | aser
as exposure |ight and devices for nodul ating the
intensity of the exposure light according to an
external nodul ation signal (point 3.2 above). In
addition, the docunent refers only to the dependency of
the threshold value current and of the slope efficiency,
and therefore also of the optical output or intensity
of the laser on the tenperature of the |aser (colum 1,
lines 5 to 20, and colum 7, lines 1 to 14); although
the control of these paraneters inherently affects the
wavel ength of the light emtted by the | aser, the
docunent does not address the specific dependency of

t he wavel ength on the | aser tenperature, |et alone the
control of the input current so as to specifically
conpensate for changes in the wavel ength caused by
tenperature variations of the |aser source. Thus, in
the Board's view the skilled person woul d have found no
hint in docunment D2 which would have induced himto

i ncorporate the | aser output control neans disclosed in
t he docunent in the apparatus of docunent D1 in order
to sol ve the above nentioned probl em which inherently
addresses the dependency of the scale factor, not on
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t he tenperature-dependent output intensity, but on the
t enper at ur e- dependent wavel ength of the light emtted
by the light source. In addition, the precise teaching
of the docunment would suggest at the nost replacing the
t enper at ure conpensati on arrangenent disclosed in
docunent D1 by the optical output correction
arrangenment of docunent D2, and the application of the
teachi ng of docunment D2 to the disclosure of docunent
D1 would therefore not result in the clainmed apparatus.

I n docunment D3 the tenperature of the light source is
determ ned only for the subsequent determ nation of the
envi ronnmental tenperature, the scale factor being then
corrected according to the latter (point 3.3 above).
Therefore, the docunent does not address the problem
fornmul ated above relating to counterbal ancing the
effects of tenperature variations of the |ight source.
In addition, the teaching of the docunent woul d suggest
at the nost driving the light source apparatus of
docunent D1 so as to maintain its output intensity
constant (page 7, lines 1 to 4), i.e. wuld not hint at
driving the light source according to the tenperature
of the same as required by the clainmed subject-matter.

| n docunment D4 both the tenperature and the input
current, and consequently al so the wavel ength of the

| aser (colum 3, lines 9 to 12), are varied in order to
conpensate the influence of the variations of the

anbi ent tenperature on the optical coupling
characteristics, and in particular on the scale factor
of the gyroscope (point 3.4 above). Thus, the docunent
does not address the problem fornul ated above which
specifically relates to the tenperature variations of
the Iight source. Furthernore, according to docunent D4
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the tenperature of the |aser source is purposely varied
(see point 3.4 above) and this teaching runs counter

t he mai n purpose of both docunent D1 and the present
invention, i.e. counterbal ancing the effects of the
variations of the tenperature of the |ight source, and
for this reason the skilled person would have refrained
from applying the teaching of docunent D4 to the
apparatus of docunment D1. In addition, the application
of the teaching of docunent D4 (columm 1, lines 34 to
37) to the apparatus of docunment D1 would result in
controlling the tenperature and the driving current of
the light source so as to conpensate any influence of
tenperature variations on the scale factor, and woul d
therefore not result in the clained subject-matter in
whi ch different scale factors are generated according
to the light source tenperature.

Docunent D5 teaches controlling the | aser diode driving
current, and thus adjusting the | aser wavel engt h,
according to the variations in anbient tenperature
(point 3.5 above) and al so according to the variations
in diode tenperature (page 2, lines 53 and 54). The

| atter approach, however, involves nodifying the
control system"in order not only to stabilise the
wavel ength, but also to bias or change the wavel ength
at wll artificially" (page 2, lines 53 to 56) and
woul d therefore risk overstressing the diode, i.e.
woul d be in detrinent to the Iight source circuitry and
therefore at variance with the problem fornul ated above.
I n addition, the docunent teaches consistently to
control the diode driving current so as to maintain
constant the scale factor (page 2, lines 56 to 58) and
the application of the corresponding teaching to the
apparatus disclosed in docunent D1 woul d therefore
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result in an apparatus operating with a constant scale
factor, i.e. would not result in the clained subject-
matter which requires nmeans for generating one of a
plurality of scale factors according to the |ight
source tenperature.

According to an alternative line of argunent of the
appel l ant, the patent specification acknow edges t hat
it was already known in the prior art that the out put
of a laser source, and nore specifically the wavel ength
of the emtted light, depends on the tenperature and
the drive current of the |aser source. This prior art
know edge cannot in the Board' s view be disputed (see
in this respect docunment D4, colum 3, lines 9 to 12).
However, as exenplified by the control systens of the
prior art docunents discussed above, the dependency of
the light source output and/or wavel ength on drive
current and/or light source tenperature is at the basis
of a large variety of different and non-equi val ent
control and conmpensati on nechani sns, and know edge of

t hi s dependency al one does not render obvious the
specific control and conpensati on nechani smdefined in
the clained subject-matter. In addition, the assessnent
above shows that only hindsight know edge of the
claimed invention could have suggested applying the

t eachi ngs of docunents D2 to D5 to the apparatus of
docunent D1 in such a way as to arrive at the control
and conpensati on nmechani smdefined in claiml.

Havi ng regard to the above, the subject-matter of
claim11 is not rendered obvious w thin the neaning of
Article 56 EPC by the prior art referred to by the
appel I ant, independently of whether - as disputed by
the parties - a buffer network as that of the clained
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apparatus is also disclosed in, or rendered obvious by
the prior art.

| ndependent claim9 and dependent cl ains

Claim9 defines a nethod of |ight source wavel ength
conpensation for a fibre optic rotation sensor the
steps of which are essentially in one-to-one
correspondence with the functional features of the

di fferent neans of the apparatus defined in claiml. In
addition, the appellant has not advanced any specific
submi ssion with regard to this claimother than those
considered in connection with claim11. Consequently,

t he sane concl usions reached in points 3 and 4 above
with regard to claiml apply to claim9 (Articles 52(1),
54 and 56 EPC).

Since clains 2 to 8, 10 and 11 are dependent cl ai ns,
t he above conclusions apply equally to these clains.

In view of the above, the appellant has not convinced
the Board that the patent anmended according to the
interlocutory decision under appeal and the invention
to which it relates do not neet the requirenents of the
EPC. Consequently, the appeal has to be di sm ssed.



Or der

For these reasons it

The appeal is dism ssed.

The Registrar:

P. Martorana

1782. D

I s decided that:

The Chai r nan:

A. G Klein
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